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Summary : This presentation challenges the audience to test their knowledge (and learn about) 
common myths and truth about online learning- especially as it compares to classroom based 
learning. It also notes the differences between the various types, delivery mechanisms and pedagogy 
of online learning as practices in Canada today.

Bio: Terry Anderson is Professor and researcher in the Technology Enhanced Knowledge Research 
Centre at Athabasca University - Canada’s Open University. He has published widely in the area of 
distance education and educational technology and has co-authored or edited eight books and 
numerous papers. Terry is active in provincial, national, and international distance education 
associations and is a regular presenter at professional conferences. He teaches educational 
technology courses in Athabasca University Masters and Doctorate of Distance Education programs. 
His research interests focus on interaction and social media in educational contexts.

Terry is the director of CIDER - the Canadian Institute for Distance Education Research 
(cider.athabascau.ca) and the editor of the International Review of Research on Distance and Open 
Learning (IRRODL www.irrodl.org). The complete text of his edited book The Theory and Practice of 
Online Learning 2nd edition is available as an Open Access resource at 
http://www.aupress.ca/books/Terry_Anderson.php. This text was the winner of the 2009 Charles E. 
Wedemeyer Award for the outstanding book of 2008 awarded by the University Continuing Education 
Association. His homepage is at https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/profile/terrya and his blog the 
“Virtual Canuck” is accessible at terrya.edublogs.org

“Dr. Anderson co-authored Online Conferences – Professional Development for a 
Networked Era an excellent look at continuing professional education, interactive technologies 
and the experiences of online conference organizers.” - Eric von Stackelberg, I.S.P., ITCP. 
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