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Abstract: A transformaƟonal model suggests that nomadic North-
western Plains aboriginal peoples expressed the same fundamen-
tal symbols through varied media in the cultural landscape. The 
linked concepts of circle and power axis reflected the structure of 
the cosmos. Acknowledging their role as a part of that cosmos, 
people were obligated to assist in its maintenance. Structures such 
as medicine wheels, antler piles, stone cairns, medicine lodges, 
and ribstones were linked through animal ceremonialism to an 
ongoing program of cosmic renewal that was not simply the “earth 
wisdom” or “primiƟve conservaƟon” favoured by modern popular 
writers. Animals were thought to be unlimited in numbers and 
renewable as long as people undertook appropriate ritual. Failure 
of animals to return could have resulted from errors in ritual 
handling. This talk emphasizes findings about antler piles that 
were formerly present at several sites. It is argued that elk ritual 
became horse ritual, helping to obscure the former in the Historic 
period. Formal plans were elsewhere, too: the household plan also 
reflected the structure of the cosmos. The outer landscape was 
organized by extension from the household, prompƟng the illusion 
that although people moved regularly, the outer world remained 
much the same. MulƟple ritual sites (including monuments) could 
be seen as iteraƟons of a single “site” in a cyclic view of space. 
Monuments derived their power from their locaƟon; thus, they 
were “of” a site rather than “being” the site, and they tended to 
be treated as part of the natural world, not as separate from it. 
This worldview was actualized within a paƩern of overlapping 
group territories (viewed as centres with radiaƟng iƟneraries or 
vectors), cross-uƟlizaƟon of resources, and transient co-residence 
of linguisƟcally diverse groups who could communicate readily 
through sign language.

and ribstones were linked through animal ceremonialism to an ongoing program of cosmic renewal 
that was not simply the “earth wisdom” or “primiƟve conservaƟon” favoured by modern popular 
writers. Animals were thought to be unlimited in numbers and renewable as long as people under-
took appropriate ritual. Failure of animals to return could have resulted from errors in ritual 
handling. This talk emphasizes findings about antler piles that were formerly present at several sites. 
It is argued that elk ritual became horse ritual, helping to obscure the former in the Historic period. 
Formal plans were elsewhere, too: the household plan also reflected the structure of the cosmos. 
The outer landscape was organized by extension from the household, prompƟng the illusion that 
although people moved regularly, the outer world remained much the same. MulƟple ritual sites 
(including monuments) could be seen as iteraƟons of a single “site” in a cyclic view of space. Monu-
ments derived their power from their locaƟon; thus, they were “of” a site rather than “being” the 
site, and they tended to be treated as part of the natural world, not as separate from it. This world-
view was actualized within a paƩern of overlapping group territories (viewed as centres with 
radiaƟng iƟneraries or vectors), cross-uƟlizaƟon of resources, and transient co-residence of linguisƟ-
cally diverse groups who could communicate readily through sign language.

Biography: received his PhD in Archaeology from the University of 
Calgary in 1981.  A former Woodrow Wilson Scholar, Izaak Walton 
Killam Doctoral Fellow, and SSHRC Canada Research Fellow, he 
recently reƟred as Emeritus Faculty from Douglas College, New 
Westminster, BC, where he had been Chair of the Department of 
Earth and Environmental Sciences. He has wriƩen, edited, or 
co-edited several books and monographs on archaeology and 
geology and has wriƩen over 150 scienƟfic arƟcles, reports, and 
reviews.  He has conducted archaeological, paleontological, and 
geological field work in North America, China, Japan, and 
Cameroon, and has taught at universiƟes in Canada, the U. S., 
China, and Japan.  In 2009 received the Washington State Historic 
PreservaƟon Officer’s Award for Special Achievement (together 
with Stephen Kenady and Randall Schalk) for his studies of 
14,000-year old butchered fossil bison from the San Juan Islands.  In 
the past three years he had been working as a paleontological and 
geoarchaeological consultant, including Alberta flood impact 
studies, BriƟsh Columbia Early Prehistoric sites, and mammoth sites 
in Wyoming and Saskatchewan.  His interest in Northern Plains First 
NaƟons ritual landscapes began with excavaƟons at the Bighorn 
M di i Wh l i th 1970 d h lt d i l Ɵ l

PreservaƟon Officer’s Award for Special Achievement (together with Stephen Kenady and Randall 
Schalk) for his studies of 14,000-year old butchered fossil bison from the San Juan Islands.  In the 
past three years he had been working as a paleontological and geoarchaeological consultant, 
including Alberta flood impact studies, BriƟsh Columbia Early Prehistoric sites, and mammoth sites 
in Wyoming and Saskatchewan.  His interest in Northern Plains First NaƟons ritual landscapes began 
with excavaƟons at the Bighorn Medicine Wheel in the 1970s and has resulted in several arƟcles.



JANUARY LECTURE REVIEW
Medicine Wheels and Ceremonial Landscapes: Building on Richard G. Forbis’s Pioneering 
Contribu ons
Dr. Barney Reeves and Dr. Margaret Kennedy
Our January lecture, presented by Dr. Brian Reeves and Dr. Margaret Kennedy, was an overview 
of the of the last four years of fieldwork that they have been undertaken in the area around the 
Forks of the South Saskatchewan and Red Deer Rivers. Building on field studies in the area, they 
have been revisi ng, reanalyzing, and recording numerous new significant stone features and 
sites this region. Their intensive inves ga ons have uncovered interes ng pa erns at several 
ceremonial stone feature sites (e.g. Bull’s Forehead and Minor Medicine Wheel Complexes) that 
were previously undocumented. Drs. Reeves and Kennedy argue that the ceremonial sites in 
this area were constructed by the Gros Ventre over 1000-2000 years and then a er the demise 
of the Gros Ventre they were venerated and visited by Blackfoot peoples who shared this 
landscape. Drs. Reeves and Kennedy have been incorpora ng the use of drones 3 D Mul spec-
tral Imagery in their research with great success. They also have developed for public par cipa-

on of which some of our members have par cipated in the past (please contact 
mak107@mail.usask.ca for further informa on. 
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INTRODUCTION TO FLINTKNAPPING AND
STONE TOOLS WORKSHOP 2017

Back for the seventh consecutive year, we are offering our workshop over two days at the Museum of the High-
wood in High River. 

On Saturday March 25th, 2017 we will be offering an Introduction to Flintknapping. This course will be beneϐi-
cial to those new to making stone tools, as well as those just looking for a little extra practice and a few pointers. 
A basic introduction to techniques involved in the production of chipped stone tools will include: platform prepa-
ration, hard hammer and soft hammer percussion and pressure ϐlaking. The course runs 9 am to 3 pm, at the 
Museum of the Highwood in High River. 

On Sunday March 26th, 2017, we will be holding a full day Knap-In. This course is aimed at those with a strong 
desire to improve their existing ϐlintknapping and prehistoric technology skills. The workshop will take the form 
of instructor led discussion and demonstration on platform preparation and thinning, followed by the numerous 
techniques utilized in the hafting of arrowheads and spear points to tool shafts (notching, raw hide, sinew, hide 
glue etc..) As in previous Knap-Ins, we encourage participants to bring their own projects to share experience, 
skills, and techniques with others. Projects in the past have included slate knives, multi component tools, ϐluting 
and the ϐletching of arrows. The course runs 9 am to 3 pm at the Museum of the Highwood in High River. 
Please note, that in order to take the second day, you must have taken the ϐirst day or an equivalent course 
(experience with ϐlintknapping is required).   

 $35.00 for one day / $50.00 for both days
*Special one day discount rate for students ($30.00)

Includes instructions, all materials and lunch. 
Space is limited! 

Priority will be given to Archaeological Society Members. 

Please contact Brent Murphy for more information or to register at brent@lifewaysofcanada.com

**OUR WEBSITE HAS BEEN UNDER CONSTRUCTION RECENTLY AS WE WORK TO UPDATE IT-
WE APOLOGIZE FOR THE INCONVINIECE - PLEASE BEAR WITH US! !IF YOU HAVE ANY SUGGESTIONS 

FOR UPDATES TO THE WEBSITE PLEASE LET US KNOW - info@arkycalgary.com



MARCH 2010

FORBIS AWARD - CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
The Richard G. Forbis Award is given in memory of the 
late Dr. Richard Forbis, the founding president of the 
Archaeological Society of Alberta, Calgary Centre. 
The Calgary Centre instituted the Forbis Award in 
2000 in memory of Dr. Richard Forbis to be given to 
individuals or organizations in Calgary and Southern 
Alberta who best epitomizes the ideals held by the 
late Dr. Richard Forbis through his support of Public 
Archaeology. If you know of an individual or organization 
that you feel has made a significant contribution to 
the furthering of archaeology in Alberta, by making 
archaeology more visible in the media, raising public 
awareness of archaeology, and providing ways for the 
public to participate in archaeology, 

ASA Calgary Centre
North Hill Postal Outlet Box 65123

Calgary, AB
T2N 4T6

or by e-mail: info@arkycalgary.com

PLEASE SUBMIT NOMINATIONS BY APRIL 30th, 2017 to:

Cody Travel Award - $200
The Archaeological Society of Alberta Calgary Centre is pleased to announce the “Cody Travel Award” in 
honour of one of our long standing members, Mrs. Jeanne Cody. Jeanne was appointed Treasurer of the 
Calgary “Branch” of the Archaeological Society in 1962. She was then appointed to Secretary for a two year 
term in 1963. In 1966, Jeanne began a one year term as President. In 1969 she returned to the Execu ve and 
became a Director. Jeanne became an Honorary Life me Director of the Calgary Centre in 2000. Jeanne also 
served on the Provincial Execu ve of the Archaeological Society of Alberta beginning in 1964. Then in 1966 
Jeanne took on the posi on of the Secretary/Treasurer so that the posi on would not change every year. She 
filled the posi on for 25 years.

Applicants must be a member in good standing of the Archaeological Society of Alberta Calgary Centre. An 
applicant may apply for the award only if they have not received any por on in the last three (3) years.  To 
apply for the award simply fill out the form below and either mail to the address above (North Hill Postal 
Outlet) or send by e-mail to info@arkycalgary.com

DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS MARCH 31, 2017

Name:

Purpose of Award (ie museum visit, conference travel/expenses, fieldwork):

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS!!
We are looking for new execu ve members for the Calgary Centre of Archaeological Society of Alberta. 

If you have anyone you’d like to nominate please contact the nomina ons commi ee by March 31, 2017
either by e-mail (info@arkycalgary.com) or by mail:

ASA Calgary Centre
North Hill Postal Outlet 

Box 65123
Calgary, AB T2N 4T6



Alberta Palaeontological Society
Fossil characterisation through destructive morphological modelling.
Dr. Christopher Boyd, Geoscientist at Shell
Friday, February 24th, 2017, 7:30pm
Mount Royal University, Room B108

please check their website for further information http://www.albertapaleo.org/

UPCOMING EVENTS, LECTURES, and CONFERENCES

Chinook Country Historical Society
Elder in the Making
Chris Hsiung, Producer and Director
Tuesday, February 28th 2017, 7:30pm
Location TBA

http://elderinthemaking.com/
The Cluny Site is visited as part of this documentary! 

please check their website for further information http://www.chinookcountry.org/

 

SAVE the DATES
Annual General Meeting & Conference of the Archaeological Society of 
Alberta joint with the Saskatchewan Archaeological Soicety
April  27-30, 2017, Cypress Hills, SK. 

Canadian Archaeological Association
May 10-13 2017, Ottawa Ontario
www.canadianarchaeology.com/caa/annual-meeting

DID YOU KNOW THERE IS A NEW OCCASIONAL PAPERS 
PUBLISHED BY THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF ALBERTA?

Occasional Paper No. 36 is  now available  online at 
http://culture.alberta.ca/heritage-and-museums/programs-and-services/archaeological-survey/publications/occasional-papers/



2017 JOINT ASA AND SAS ANNUAL GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION



Archaeology Beyond the Academy Speaker Series

March  9    Nancy Saxberg, Amec Foster Wheeler Environment & Infrastructure; "'In This Neglected 
Piece of Ground': Disarticulated Human Remains Found at the Rossdale Site" 
 
March 23    Beau Cripps, Speargrass Historical Resource Consultants; Title TBA 
 
April 6    Dale Boland and Laura Nuttall, Stantec Consulting Ltd.; "Just When You Thought It Was Safe 
to Go Back to the Sand Dunes: Discovery and Excavations of Multicomponent Sites Near Fort 
Saskatchewan, Alberta” 

Upcoming Talks (also in ES 443, 4:30-5:30pm)


