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Athabasca
University

well, actually in the middle of nowhere

(-40°F = -40°C)



distance education is
great



any time




anywhere




any pace




anyone




with anyone




under your control




but...




































it's not just outside the
classroom that
unplanned learning with
other people happens
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distance education
tends to concentrate
on planned learning
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teaching is not (just)
telling



A bit of theory:
social learning



sets, nets and groups

Wiki editors,
Alumni networks,

Communities of interest  Subject areas,
Geographically

collocated people,
People with shared
characteristics,
abilities, etc

Social networks -
Friends, Work,
Community

Ad-hoc learning

Universities,
networks,

L Departments,
Clubs & societies, .
iy Companies,
Communities of .
ractice Nations,
P Classes, Tribes
Tutorial groups,
Seminars,

Project teams
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WIKIPEDIA
The Free Encyclopedia

topic focus
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sharing,

communication,
collective
intelligence
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shared practice

social interdependence

uone.so|dxs

facebook




~irst there were groups...
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pre-planned learning

collaborating on tasks
motivation

Groups are good
for...

reducing loneliness trust

soclal capital cafing

developing networks



scalability

diverse viewpoints
groupthink

Group weaknesses

IMmiIts on learner control

power structures o
efficiency
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and networks




ifelong learning serendipity

finding answers L
ding ans motivation

Nets are good for...

scalability  |earner control
reducing loneliness ~ adaptation

social capital inspiration



lack of process

lack of direction netficient paths

oreferential attachment
Network weaknesses

connection matters more than
wisdom

lack of structure
echo chambers



facebook




Ihere were always sets...

...but we didn't pay much

attention to them



discovery serendipity
finding answers anonymity

exploring topics finding people

Sets are good for...

| | learner control
reducing loneliness

| | scalability
diverse perspectives

starting groups and networks



pbad people
stupid people

anonymit
I lack of process

Set weaknesses

reliability lack of caring

lack of structure
weak soclal ties
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Overcoming set
weaknesses: collectives

stigmergy
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back to AU...



a university education is
about...



the stuff we are taught




the learning community




people we learn with
and from




a culture of learning




exposure to ideas




challenging beliefs




building
relationships **
and
connections



being
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Athabasca Landing



a space to

share
communicate
connect &
create



Welcome to COMP 466
£2 Using Moodle

&/ COMP 466 Syllabus
&/ SCIS Virtual Helpdesk

&/ Student Manual

&’ COMP 466 General Conference

3’ News forum

[7] Tutor Marked Exercise 1
[0] Tutor Marked Exercise 2
[C] Tutor Marked Exercise 3
[7] Tutor Marked Exercise 4
€] COMP 466 Course Coordinator

Week 1
) Familiarize yourself with the Study Guide. I '

&/ Complete Unit 1.

Mbubusca

Welcome to Athabasca
Landing!
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&/ Complete and submit TME 1 e
Week 4

&/ Start working on Unit 3.

Week 5

&/ Complete Unit 3.



Participative design
and management

Friends of the Landing

7574 View

Description

This is a network of leaders Interested i help NG Create, wmprove and expanda
the services prowvsoed on the Lanag ng

It BiSCusses nbw Senvides, providis 4 Mednd 10 volunteer and Dedome involved
and generally be 2 Meader and/or a busy Deaver on the Landing

Al are welkomed

Brief description: The Landing Advirory Network

Type of group

' Friends of the Landing

Open groug



a Process, not a
oroduct



»,.  Some principles 4

flexible
1gle!
powerful
tools with
. which to create
OW n e rS h I p social spaces, with
discretionary access
control throughout

post
belongs to
someone

many
reasons

to visit, more C O n t rO ‘

reasons to stay
everyone

d IVerSI-ty has as much

power as

i equality
soclability



eliberate support for

sets nets groups

Explore the Landing You Your Network Groups Create & Share
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My tips for writing
8y Kadwane C0O
| find that when | am feeling overwhelmed or
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Critical Review
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Lo time,

Jps

Your groups

. Academic Blogging ¢
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. Academic web sites
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Croup discussion
Croup featured contemt
Croup files

Croup photos
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Croup polls

Croup recommended content
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1. What's weong with using tables far leyose?
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2 Mow do Mml heading levels help students navigate courses’
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Pics

Presentations
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Athabasca Robotics
Camp 2013

Fuhua (Oscar) Lin

4 photos
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Forks
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Discretionary
Private ACCESS

People you are following

Logged in users
control

Social Learning

TerryAndCeorge

special interest

friends

e-learning

tekri

SCIS

colleagues

students
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Jon Dron
Welcome

Blogs

“or friends

context shifting

Blog For friends and colleagues cv AU home page Personal home page

Profile Tab

Tab Name

For friends and colleagues

Select Profile Type | widgets : |

Display profile details? | No |

How many columns of widgets? |1 : |

Who can see this profile?

| People you are following

(| Delete this profile tab

Research My stuff 266 moodle

Following

MyAU

Default profile

The Landin



Planned serendipity
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Open Science Framework
By Sandra Law 7 October 2013 @ 11:09am

View all related items

Related items

in the comme

open science framework, research, collabor:
workflow

Posted to group: Open Science Activities and Res

*openscienceframework.org - The Opt
network of research materials, part versi

2013-2014 Graduate
Student Research Fund
(GSRF) Funding
Opportunities

April 11, 2013 - S:47pm
Terry Anderson

research, funding

Funding
Opportunities ‘/5.
February 18, :
2011 -

10:42pm

Kinshuk

Funding, Research

The Upcoming
Bursting Of The
(Bankruptcy Non-
Dischargeable) College
Debt Bubble

January 16, 2011 -
11:03am

Mark A. McCutcheon

The Potentlal
Competitive Advantage
of Innovative For-
Profit/Non-Profit
Partnerships Iin

1 recommend

Links

Higher—. ~ 8:25pm by Richa
November 13, 2010 - 01 Fall 2013 Com
4:53am

Inge de Waard (Ignatia)

debt, wsa, education, colleg ” 2013

collaboration software. The purpose of t
workflow and help increase the alignme

€, university, governance, tu mdde&05, optionZ, option

ition, budget,

Miostfoms o5, cots rovides a wealt
on-line resources which have been used
enrich the course material. However, one
aspect of the internet is constant — not
stays the same. Pages disappear (and
sometimes reappear) for a...

&+ Unit 5- Javascript Program Designs
By Rebecca Leurer September 5, 2013 - 2:20pm

Posted to group: COMP 266

Please see attached:
By Mark A. McCutcheon September

30, 2013 - 3:16pm

1 recommenc

“Kids could be sent to jail for downloading' a



every post an
opportunity for
dialogue

dinuU TITICUIOUSTY TICTH I monmdauon dDOUL e, 50 1015 €ddy 10 UL Nl W0 Duy Unngs. but wno neeas Appie,
Samsung, or Sony when you can get a no-name budget dual SIM Android phone for $70? Or any number of watch-
phones, projectors, remote controlled doodahs and accessories to fit any need? Well, me. But | like browsing this
site.

Comments

fam

Are you familiar with DealExtreme? Aside from a custom-crafted eBay search, they're my favourite place for stuff
from China and they've got a much wider selection on the low end.
Stephan Sokolow 17 hours ago

Delete
Edit comment

Leave acomment Embed content Remove editor
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Diverse |nterests

travel, media, OER, research, education, 605, camping, writing, music, queer,

swimming, intellectual property, complexity, mdde 601, e-learning, literature,
mooc, facebook, 602, learning technology, edublogging, mdde690, academic
blogging circle, graduation, mcast, hiking, podcasting, mdde 605, mdde603,
comp6b02, distance education, landing, sewing, photography, project management,

mdde 603, instructional design, podcasts, mdde602, mdde601, hockey, soccer,
mdde663, convocation, social media, sports, comp 650, pedagogy, running,
mdde610, mdde 602, copyright, social network, tlstn, mdde605, travelling,
learning, Virtual learning environments, #changell, gardening, Social software

etc, cooking, online learning, internet, mdde 610, reading, elearning, teaching,
podcast, toronto, open access, history, conference, art, mobile learning, social

computing, journals, soft technology, mcasts, family, journal, technology, skiing,
Athabasca, mdde604, audio, e-portfolio, movies, video, Edmonton, blogging,

university, computers, social software, assessment, 603, Calgary, 604, Ims,
open educational resources



6,700 users 12,000 blog posts

10,000 shared files 3500 wikis

SOMe SUCCEeSSES

>20,000 unique visitors a month
450 groups

g A

4,300 shared bookmarks 4 ggg microblog posts



institutional support and integration

confused purposes, soft systems

uneven contributions
some Issues

conflicting worlds the monolith

small pieces, loosely joined

interaction complexity



't we could start
again...
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