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Description:

This is a community for research students to
access resources, information, direction and
advice regarding distance education broadly or
the process of designing and implementing
research on the topic of distance education
and all its sub-fields.
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Credential name change from MDE to M.Ed. (DE) – Master of Education in Distance Education


The credential name change from MDE to M.Ed. (DE) was approved by the Alberta Government effective July 1, 2011. Students who started the MDE program before July 1, 2011 will have the option of keeping the MDE credential name. However, for students starting after July 1, 2011 the credential name will be M.Ed. (DE).











Graduate Student Research Funds and Awards


Deadline for applications for graduate student research awards is less than a month away. Graduate Student Mission Critical and Disciplinary Research Competitions close October 10, 2011. For guidelines and application forms are available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www2.athabascau.ca/research/students/" ��http://www2.athabascau.ca/research/students/�. The next application deadline is October 10, 2011 and then February 10, 2012 and May 10, 2012.


Also, check the AU awards site (� HYPERLINK "http://www2.athabascau.ca/registrar/studawrds.php" ��http://www2.athabascau.ca/registrar/studawrds.php�) for information on other awards for graduate students.











Welcome to the Fall 2011 semester! 


We are very delighted to welcome all new and returning students to our programs.  We hope you all had an enjoyable summer break.


This September marks the beginning of the 4th year for the Doctor of Education in Distance Education (EdD) program, the 18th year of offering the Master of Distance Education (MDE), now called Master of Education in Distance Education (M.Ed. (DE))  program,  the 13th year of the Post-Baccalaureate Diploma in Distance Education Technology (PBDDET) program, the 4th year of the Post-Baccalaureate Certificate and Diploma in Instructional Design (PBCID and PBDID) programs and the 2nd year of the Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Technology-Based Learning (PBCTBL). 

















Faculty News


In addition to the regular full time faculty; Mohamed Ally, Terry Anderson,  Martha Cleveland-Innes, Patrick Fahy, Debra Hoven, Tom Jones, Rick Kenny, and  Susan Moisey, the following part time faculty are teaching courses this fall:


Matiul Alam, Elizabeth Childs, Dianne Conrad, Gail Crawford, Tara Gibb, Cindy Ives, Mary Kennedy, Craig Montgomerie,  Krista Poscente, Roger Powley, and Avgoustos Tsinakos.


•Bob Spencer is currently on leave and is planning to retire upon completion of his leave.











Doctor of Education in Distance Education Program 


Update Year Four


Doctoral Orientation, Edmonton August 14th –August 21, 2011


On August 14, 2011, students arrived for their week-long orientation held at the University campuses in Athabasca and Edmonton, Alberta. This year’s cohort is composed of students from Canada, United States, Qatar, Trinidad and Tobago, and Grenada.


The orientation provided the students with an opportunity to meet each other, the faculty, and a variety of representatives from departments including the Library and the Research Centre. The students completed their first group assignment by conducting face-to-face presentations during the orientation week.











For those of you who like descriptive information and may find occasion to "promote" the program in which you are enrolled, perhaps you would like to know the following: 


This fall, we have 338 Masters program students, 29 PBDDET program students, 42 PBDID program students, 29 PBCID program students, 14 PBCTBL program students, and 89 non-program students. This totals 541 students for the fall 2011 semester.


We have students in every province and territory in Canada. We have a total of 419 students residing in Canada. We also have students from the following 20 countries in our programs:


Barbados, Belgium, Brazil, Cambodia, China, Germany, Greece, India, Japan, Korea, Nigeria, French Polynesia, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, Trinidad & Tobago, United Arab Emirates, USA 














2010-2011 MDE Degree Recipients


A total of 37 students graduated with the MDE degree. This brings the total number of MDE graduates to 584.


You may also wish to view the Convocation photo gallery (June 9, 2011) when it becomes available. The link is located at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.athabascau.ca/convocation/" ��http://www.athabascau.ca/convocation/�. 


2010-2011 Post-Baccalaureate Diploma in Distance Education Technology Recipients 


A total of 2 students graduated with the PBDDET. This brings the total number of PBDDET graduates to 89.


2010-2011 Post-Baccalaureate Diploma in Instructional Design Recipients 


A total of 7 students graduated with the PBDID. This brings the total number of PBDID graduates to 15.


2010-2011 Post-Baccalaureate Certificate in Instructional Design Recipients 


A total of 5 students graduated with the PBCID. This brings the total number of PBCID graduates to 7.














 Library Services


AU's Library offers a variety of services to students. For information about how to make use of these services, visit their home page at: � HYPERLINK "http://library.athabascau.ca" ��http://library.athabascau.ca�/.


AU M.Ed. (DE) or EdD students have an extended loan period of eight weeks. This is a privilege granted only to graduate students. In effecting a loan, you must identify yourself as an M.Ed. (DE) or EdD student prior to borrowing or you will not be given the extra time. Please return your books on time. Abuse of the extended loan period could result in losing this special privilege for all M.Ed. (DE) students. We all appreciate your sensitivity to this issue.


The AU Library has also enriched their electronic website collection by adding a number of new online databases and resources.


One of these new and exciting databases is the project where students who have completed either a thesis or project submit their work to AU's Digital Thesis/Project Room (DTPR) electronically. The DTPR is located within the AU Library website: � HYPERLINK "http://library.athabascau.ca/DTPR/" ��http://library.athabascau.ca/DTPR/�. One of the goals of this project is to make sure researchers and scholars have access to scholarly work.








E-Portfolio Option for Course Based Route M.Ed. (DE) Program Students


All M.Ed. (DE) students may now choose to develop and present a showcase e-portfolio as a culminating experience for your M.Ed. (DE) program in lieu of the current Comprehensive Exam. For the time being, we will offer both options and the choice will be yours. While this is offered as a concluding experience, we .encourage all students to begin the process as early as possible in your program. We strongly believe that there is great value in beginning the creation of, and reflecting on, your e-portfolio right from the start, that is, to treat it as much as possible as a process e-portfolio rather than simply a final, showcase e-portfolio. �


The final e-portfolio will be based on a set of competencies that faculty have derived from the various course learning outcomes in the program and will consist of the following components: an introduction, a minimum of 5 artefacts with short reflections (300 – 500 words) on how each meets some or all of the competencies, and a concluding synthesizing reflection. Artefacts can be in text or audio visual form and can consist of a variety of items reflecting learning from the program, including course papers, course projects (e.g., a Moodle course developed for MDDE 604), or even materials or projects from work or other activities from outside the program which have been influenced by knowledge and skills developed in the program. The examination of the e-portfolio will follow the same process as the Comprehensive Exam. When candidates are ready to (formally) share their e-portfolio, they will notify their academic advisor, who will then find a second reader. Both faculty members will review the e-portfolio and prepare questions for the oral exam, which will be held using the Adobe Connect audio conferencing program (in order to allow viewing of the e-portfolio!) at a mutually acceptable time. 








 M.Ed. (DE) Course Offerings


Please note that the tentative schedule for course offerings for winter and spring 2012 semesters are listed on the CDE web site. Please be aware that each course offering will have a limit on the number of students it will accommodate. The earlier you register, the greater your chances are that you will be able to register in the courses of your choice. It is possible, if you wait too long or miss the registration deadline, you may have to wait to register in the course of your choice until the next time it is offered. The winter 2012 semester online registrations will begin October 14 and for the Spring 2012 semester the online course registrations will begin February 17. More information will follow via email the middle of October regarding the winter semester online registration process.


Non-program students who have not yet indicated their course preferences and placed their name on the "wait list" for the Winter and Spring semester courses should do so as soon as possible. All "wait list" requests may be forwarded to Candice at: � HYPERLINK "mailto:cjewell@athabascau.ca" ��cjewell@athabascau.ca� or by calling 1-800-788-9041 (ext. 6179). You will be notified via email or phone about space availability and the course registration process around the middle to end of November for the Winter semester and the middle to end of March for the Spring semester. 


The Academic Schedule for the 2011-2012 academic is located at: � HYPERLINK "http://cde.athabascau.ca/programs/mde_academic_schedule.php" ��http://cde.athabascau.ca/programs/mde_academic_schedule.php�











Full- and Part-time Involvement?? 


Students may study in the program on a full- or part-time basis. Part-time students must complete a minimum of six credits (two course equivalents) per calendar year. 


To comply with Alberta Students Finance Board requirements, and to qualify for full time status at the Graduate Studies Level for Funding & T2202A purposes, scholarships or awards, please see the information located at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.athabascau.ca/calendar/grad/distance_03_03.html" ��http://www.athabascau.ca/calendar/grad/distance_03_03.html� for studying at either a 60% or 100% course load.











Purchased Materials 


The required publication style is APA [American Psychological Association (6th ed.). All students are encouraged to purchase the APA Manual and may do so through AU's Course Materials. To purchase the APA Manual: call 1-800-788-9041 (ext. 6366), or visit their web site and purchase online at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.athabascau.ca/html/cmp/booksale.htm" ��http://www.athabascau.ca/html/cmp/booksale.htm�. 


There is also the usual array of AU Logo T-shirts, sweat suits, jackets, golf paraphernalia, and souvenirs. These items may be purchased online at the AU Store website. 











AU Photo ID Cards


If you would like an AU student photo ID card, please go to the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.athabascau.ca/html/depts/registry/idcards.html" ��http://www.athabascau.ca/html/depts/registry/idcards.html�











Convocation 


Athabasca University approves and awards credentials every month at its regularly scheduled Academic Council meetings. For consideration to graduate, all students who have completed all program requirements must submit a completed Application for Graduation form to the Centre for Distance Education. This form may be obtained from Leanne. All requirements for the credential, including completing and submitting the Application for Graduation form, must be received by the 10th day of the month in order to graduate the following month.


All students during the 2011-2012 academic year, who have either completed their degree requirements and received their degree or students who complete their degree requirements no later than the beginning of May, 2012 will be invited to attend convocation ceremonies held by Athabasca University in June 2012.  If possible, we would love to see you here in person!











�


CIDER Sessions


Once again, we are pleased to announce that we have a very interesting and eclectic line-up of presenters scheduled for the 2011-2012 CIDER sessions. The CIDER sessions are targeted at distance education researchers, graduate students, and practitioners. These free sessions usually feature an active researcher talking about a recent project or research related work. To check out the new schedule, please visit our website at � HYPERLINK "http://cider.athabascau.ca/CIDERSessions/" ��http://cider.athabascau.ca/CIDERSessions/�


The CIDER Sessions run on Adobe Connect and all students will be notified via email approximately a week prior to each session taking place.


You will need to Pre-Configure your computer. Please make sure your Mac or PC is equipped with a microphone and speakers, so that we can use the Voice over IP functionality built into the web conferencing software. 


Please note that it is extremely important that you get your system set up prior to the start of the event. Please don't wait until the day of the session to do this.


All sessions will be recorded and available for future playback from � HYPERLINK "http://cider.athabascau.ca/CIDERSessions/" ��http://cider.athabascau.ca/CIDERSessions/�




















The Landing


The Athabasca Landing is a social networking site based on the elgg platform. It is designed to support community building and sharing – beyond the course. Unlike Moodle, (and similar to Facebook) the users are free to create and join any groups they want and to share and discuss in ways they feel most comfortable. 


A unique feature of the Landing is very fine permission controls that allow you to control who has access to your postings (the whole world, only Athabasca logins, only members of certain groups or collections of people you identify). The Landing features blogs, pages (wiki), file sharing, photos, social bookmarking, the wire (twitter like) profiles and various tools for finding and connecting with interesting people and resources. 


You login to � HYPERLINK "http://landing.athabascau.ca" ��http://landing.athabascau.ca� using the same login and password as MyAU and your Moodle courses.


We have a number of groups specifically for CDE students, but feel free to join (or start) any open (or closed) group.  Of particular interest is:


General CDE group at � HYPERLINK "https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/groups/8776/centre-for-distance-education-cde/" ��https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/groups/8776/centre-for-distance-education-cde/�


A group for those doing DE research (READS)  at � HYPERLINK "https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/groups/17588/cde-research-exploration-and-discussion-site-reads/" ��https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/groups/17588/cde-research-exploration-and-discussion-site-reads/�


A group to support e-portfolio process at � HYPERLINK "https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/groups/708/cde-eportfolios/" ��https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/groups/708/cde-eportfolios/�


A Design Based Research group at  � HYPERLINK "https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/groups/11686/designbased-research/" ��https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/groups/11686/designbased-research/�


And many other general interest groups. 


Please start exploring the Landing by completing at least some of the fields in your profile and you can customize your experience of the Landing features by editing your Dashboard.


Enjoy!! 


Terry Anderson











CDE Research Exploration and Discussion Site (READS)


The CDE has initiated a networking and information web-site for all students interested in developing her or his knowledge and skill as aresearcher in distance education. In the interest of creating a strong research culture and community in the Centre for Distance Education, we invite you to visit our new research web-site, CDE READS. The purpose of this site is to provide a central location for our graduate students to access resources, information, direction and advice regarding distance education research broadly and/or the process of designing and implementing research on the topic of distance education and all its sub-fields. The objectives are as follows:


•Create a community of inquiry regarding research in distance education.





•Provide a source of advice, information, and encouragement in a moderated environment to student researchers.





•Provide peer interaction opportunities for graduate students interested in studying and /or completing research activities.





•Allow identification and pursuit of special research interests by participants.





•Provide graduate students an opportunity to engage in debate regarding distance education research with other students and professors.





Activity on the site is on the rise and we invite all to join in. To sign in, go to: � HYPERLINK "https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/groups/17588/cde-research-exploration-and-discussion-site-reads/" ��https://landing.athabascau.ca/pg/groups/17588/cde-research-exploration-and-discussion-site-reads/�


	Dr. M. Cleveland-Innes 





�











�








MyAU�


MyAU is a web portal system that provides Athabasca University ( AU) students with individualized web services and information—all from one simple and secure login point. Once you have successfully "logged in", MyAU will act as a gateway to all the resources you will need as an AU student.


When you log into MyAU, you will see links to resources and systems most relevant to you and our CDE programs. Under the first tab, you should see a link to your most recent course(s) and links to the online student information system.


Once you have logged onto MyAU, you will not need to type your username and password again when you click on the links to Moodle and the online student information system. However, after you log off, turn off your browser or turn off your computer, you will be logged out of all the systems. For security reasons, it is crucial to remember to log off—especially if you are studying at a library or other public location.


You can find the MyAU portal at � HYPERLINK "http://my.athabascau.ca/render.userLayoutRootNode.uP" ��http://my.athabascau.ca/render.userLayoutRootNode.uP�. To access it, use the same username and password that you would use to access your Moodle course. 














Dr.rogram Director, Ed.D. Program.t S��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Mohamed Ally				Dr. Marti Cleveland-Innes


Chair, Centre for Distance Education		Program Director, MEd (Distance Education)


Program Director, Ed.D. (Distance Education)








Keeping in Touch 


Please note that any changes in your email address, mailing address or phone numbers should be submitted to Athabasca University using the online View/Modify Personal Info form, located at:


� HYPERLINK "https://tux.athabascau.ca/oros/servlet/DispatcherServlet" ��https://tux.athabascau.ca/oros/servlet/DispatcherServlet� 


Completing this form online will automatically update all your electronic records at Athabasca University.


You may also contact Candice (� HYPERLINK "mailto:cjewell@athabascau.ca" ��cjewell@athabascau.ca�) or Leanne (� HYPERLINK "mailto:leannej@athabascau.ca" ��leannej@athabascau.ca� ) with any changes to your contact information. This will ensure that your records at the Centre are kept up to date. 


Should you be registered in a course, and you’ve changed your email address, please also inform your instructor(s) of this change.
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